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Outlines

•Go through the text material 
(not about Dr. Ray’s lectures)

•Talk about some example exam questions

•Time for questions about the text and lectures



Topic 1: Thinking, Problem Solving and Language

Topic 2: Motivation / Psychological Motives

Topic 3: Social development and social Processes

Topic 4: Important Aspects of Social Psychology 

Textbook Chpt. 7, 10, 14, 17 & 18 



Topic 1: Thinking, Problem Solving and Language



Thinking means manipulating mental representations
for a purpose. Mental representations:  concepts and
categories



•  Defining Features
•  Prototypes
•  Exemplars

•  Categories are organized on hierarchies

Process of categorization





Problems in problem solving
   • Impediments of problem solving





Connectionism or parallel distribution processing (PDP)





•  Syntax / semantics / pragmatics
•  Language and thought











Topic 2: Motivation / Psychological Motives





Perspectives on motivation

Evolutionary Psychology

•Maximizing inclusive fitness
•Pheromoneral communication

Psychodynamic perspective:

•Basic motives
•the Thematic Apperception Test (TAT)  /
        David McClelland











Eating /  Hunger and Satiation







Psychological motives

•  Need for relatedness

•  Achievement and other agency motives



Topic 3: Social development and social Processes





•  Separation Anxiety



Bowlby’s Theory
•  Attachment Imprinting 
•  Internal working models of relationships



•  Adult attachment











Topic 4: Important Aspects of Social Psychology









Two Major Paths leading to attitude changes

•  Persuasion  central/peripheral route

•  Cognitive  dissonance





•  Alternative theory: Self-perception theory















Bystander Non-intervention Effect











Example Exam Questions



Margot knows that all students who attend
Lawrence High School are required to study
French.  Because Margot's nephew attends
Lawrence High School, she assumes he is studying
French.  Margot is using __________reasoning.

A) deductive
B) inductive
C) presumptive
D) analogical
E)  hypothetical

Difficulty: Easy   Type: Conceptual

Answer: A



Which of the following best summarizes the findings of the
research study that examined the influence of culture on
categorization by comparing the results of categorization tasks
completed by North American college students with that of Manu
(Liberian) farmers?

A) People in different cultures categorize objects similarly when
the objects are of a life-sustaining nature, such as bowls of rice or
other staples.
B) People in different cultures categorize objects in different ways
depending on the speed with which the objects are presented.
C) People in different cultures categorize objects similarly if all
other aspects of the study are similar, such as education level,
vocational skills, and family.
D) People in different cultures categorize objects in different ways
depending on their use of, and familiarity with, these objects in
their environment.
Topic: Culture and Categorization   Difficulty: Difficult   Type:
Factual

(Answer: D )



In a series of experiments conducted in order to compare
the color recognition abilities of the Dani people of New
Guinea with those of English-speaking test subjects,
researchers found that _____________.
A) English speaking subjects were able to select and match
more bright colors than were the Dani
B) Dani were able to select and match more bright colors
than were the English-speaking subjects
C) Dani were able to select and match more subtle color
variations than were the English-speaking subjects
D) both groups performed about the same—correctly
selecting basic colors more often than less distinctive
shades
Topic: Language and Thought   Difficulty: Medium
Type: Factual

Answer: D



Jeff suffered a head injury in a skiing accident.  Since
that time he has suffered from fits of temper and has had
difficulty controlling his behavior in public.  This
evidence suggests that Jeff most likely suffered damage
to ___________.

A) his dorsolateral prefrontal circuits
B) neither frontal lobe
C) his ventromedial prefrontal cortex
D) both frontal lobes

      E) lateral hypothalamus

Difficulty: Medium   Type: Conceptual

Answer: C 



Bob is a student with ___________ achievement motivation.
He has selected a major that suits his abilities, committed to a
study schedule that is rigorous but not impossible, and
worked hard to achieve his goals.

A) low
B) average
C) medium-high
D) high

      E)        poor

Topic: Achievement and Other Agency...
Difficulty: Easy   Type: Conceptual

Answer: D



John would like to know if his son will grow up to be a
homosexual.  The best indicator would be if ___________.

A) the boy's grandfather demonstrated any homosexual
inclinations
B) his son acts like a "sissy" and likes "girl things"
C) the boy interacts with a homosexual role-model, such as
a teacher
D) his son is molested by a homosexual pedophile
E) his son often disobey school rules

Difficulty: Medium   Type: Conceptual

Answer: B



Konrad Lorenz conducted studies in imprinting; the
tendency of _________.

A) children to form attachments to caregivers
other than their natural parents during the first six
months of life

B) children to except cultural ideas and values as
they are conveyed by their natural parents and other
caregivers during the first year of life

C) young animals of certain species to imitate
behaviors that promote survival and are demonstrated
by their natural parents and others of the same species

D) young animals of certain species to follow an
animal to which they were exposed during a sensitive
period early in their lives

Topic: Bowlby's Theory   Difficulty: Medium   Type:
Factual Answer: D



Contessa is a high school student who exhibits self-
confidence, does well in school, and is trusting and
engaging with peers.  She is also well liked by her peers.
It is likely that Contessa, as a child, was ___________.

A) popular
B) ambivalent
C) securely attached
D) disorganized
E) avoidant

Topic: Later Development   Difficulty: Medium   Type:
Conceptual

Answer: C



According to the _________________ model of
persuasion, knowing how to appeal to a person requires
figuring out the probability that they will think much
about the arguments.
A) persuasion equation
B) evaluative probability
C) contemplation likelihood
D) elaboration likelihood
E) internal working

Topic: Central and Peripheral Routes   Difficulty:
Medium   Type: Factual

Answer: D



Darley and Latane conducted an important study of bystander
intervention by pumping smoke into a waiting room that had either
one individual or three individuals in it.  Which of the following
best states the results of this study?
A) 75% of the individuals that were in groups of three reported the
smoke, while only 38% of those in groups with indifferent
confederates reported the smoke, and only 10% acted when alone.
B) 75% of the individuals that were alone reported the smoke, while
only 38% of those in groups of three reported the smoke, and only
10% acted when in the presence of two indifferent individuals.
C) 75% of the individuals that were alone reported the smoke, while
only 10% of those in groups of three reported the smoke.
D) 75% of the individuals that were in groups of three reported the
smoke, while only 10% of those alone took any action.

Difficulty: Difficult   Type: Factual

Answer: B    Topic: Bystander Intervention 


